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Student Opinions 
Our reporters went out into the hallways and asked their fellow  

students a few questions.  

Do you like being  

back to in-person  

learning? 

“YES”  

“Yes.” 

“Yes.” 

What are you thankful 

for? 

“The people that help me through  

everything.” 

“Family and friends.” 

“That we got to be back in school.” 

What is one positive 

thing about being back in 

school? 

“I get to see my friends!” 

“It’s easier to learn.”  

“Socializing.” 

“Friends.” 

What is your 

 favorite  

season? 

“Summer” 

“Summer” 

“Fall” 

“Winter” 

Volume 32, Issue 1 

Principal 

Miss Palladino 

Assistant Principal 

Mrs. Dainotto Fall/Winter 2021 

How do you feel  

about 2021? 

“Ehhh…” 

“It was an eternity!” 

“It went by too fast.” 

“I can’t wait for it to end.” 

What’s your New Year’s 

Resolution? 

“Study more often.” 

“Get fit.” 

“Save money.” 

“Stress less.” 

“Have more hobbies.” 



A Look Into Young Scholars 
By Joseph Adams 

I sat down with our new Young Scholars teacher, Mrs. Beach,  
and asked her a few questions. 
 
Q: Why did you decide to join Young Scholars? 
A: I heard about the program and everything the  
     students do and I loved the idea of it. 

 
Q: What exactly do you do as the Young  
     Scholars teacher? 
A: I’d say I help students with homework and  
studying for quizzes and encourage students to take  
community service opportunities. 
 
Q: What do you like the most about teaching? 
A: I like connecting with the students everyday. 

 
Q: What do you dislike the most about teaching? 
A:There’s really nothing I dislike about this job. 

 
Q: What are some of your goals for this job? 
A: I’d want to make sure all of my students are supported and know someone is there for them. 

 
Q: How long do you plan on being in Young Scholars? 
A: I’m not sure, it really depends on what happens. 

 
Q: What school did you attend? 
A: I attended Herkimer High School, Herkimer Elementary, Herkimer College, Cazenovia  
    College, and Oneonta College. 

 
Q: Did you play any sports when you were in school? 
A: Field hockey and basketball. I was bad at catching the basketball though. 

 
Q: Did you play any instruments when you were in school? 
A:No, I’m not that talented. 
 
Q: What level of education and skill set would someone need to be successful in  
     this position? 
A: For this program you need your Master’s Degree in Education. 
 
Q: Do you like Harry Potter? If so, what’s your Hogwart’s House? 
A: I don’t like Harry Potter. I love it, and my house is Gryffindor. 

WELCOME TO DONOVAN! 

Interviews with new staff members. 

____________________ 



Fall Sports 

Interviews with Student Athletes 

By Miriam Grove 

Back to school, back to sports. I interviewed a few students who play on DMS sports teams about 

this year's season.  

Sink or Swim 
 
Q: What is your favorite thing about swimming? 
A: My favorite thing about swimming is that when you swim it's almost 
peaceful. Since your head is in the water all you really need to think about is, just 
keep swimming. It’s also fairly easy on my body which can be very relaxing, unlike 
some other sports.  
 
Q: Will you continue to swim next year? 
A: Yes, I am planning on continuing to swim all throughout high school.  
 
Q: Did you like your coach?  
A: I got along pretty well with the coach. She always put our well being over 
winning. I think that's important because if you are being pushed and told your not 
good enough and if you can't win then that can negatively affect your mental 
health. 
 
Q: Did you get along with your teammates? Did you have any friends on the 
team? 
A: Yes, we are all super supportive of each other. Though I might not consid-
er them my best friends, but I definitely gained a few friendships. 

TOUCHDOWN!!! 
 
Q: Do you think that you had a good season? 
A: Yes, we did lose 2 games but won 3. So we are on the winning side.  
Plus now we have room to improve. 
 
Q: What was your favorite part about being on the team? 
A: Well, we all lost together and won together. There was a ton of teamwork.  
Everyone is super supportive of each other on the team, which makes the experience even better. 
 
Q: What was the biggest highlight of the season? 
A: When the quarterback ran 3 or 4 touchdowns in a row. A highlight for the lineman was  
probably blocking Nottingham. 
 
Q: Did you get along with your teammates? 
A: Yes, most of us got along together. We are all like brothers together and had each others 
back.  



Make a run for it 
 
Q: What’s your favorite thing about running? 
A(boys): My favorite thing about cross country is the team. The people around me make the 
experience better. It's nice to have a group of people who share the same interests 
A(girls): I don’t have a specific favorite thing about running. I love all aspects of it. For example, it 
helps me with stress, and helps me to gain new experiences. Running has been a big part of my life 
and I don’t know what I would do without it. 
 
Q: How many meets did you win? 
A(b): I won the first meet that we had at Proctor Park. It was against CVA and Camden. It felt 
great to win, and even better since it was the first one. 
A(g): We won a few meets as a team and some of our runners won meets individually. Win-
ning was not our main focus though. We directed our attention to achieving our goals and leaving 
every meet feeling proud. 
 
Q: Do you get along and like your coach? 
A(b): Yes, Coach Holmer is a very funny and likeable person. Having such an amazing Coach 
made the experience even better.  
A(g): Yes, I love my coach. The whole team has a very close relationship with her. As soon as 
we met Coach Holmer, we all knew she was someone who we could talk to and joke around with. 
She made this a great season. 
 
Q: Will you continue doing this sport next year? 
A(b): Yes, I am definitely going to continue with the varsity team next year, at Proctor. I love 
cross country and running so I will probably continue for years to come. 
A(g): Yes, running is a huge part of my life and although running 1.5 miles is a lot  
easier than 3 miles it will allow myself a new challenge. 
 

Supporting Each Other 
Some boys from the soccer team decided to dress up 

 on October 19th to go show support for the Girls’ team.  



Q: What made you want to be on the soccer team? 
Sher Tee- I want to get better at soccer. 
Sun Shiine- I wanted to be on the soccer team because I always liked playing soccer. 

 
Q:  Who was the best team you played against? 

Sher Tee- Whitesboro 
Sun Shiine- The best team I played against was New Hartford. 

 
Q: Did you enjoy playing with the other players on your team? 

Sher Tee- Yes, it was super fun. 
Esther- These girls were amazing hard working players. They pursued what they love. They 
had a goal for soccer and worked for it. I’m glad to be their teammate. 

 
Q: If you could go back in time and sign up for soccer again, would you? Or would you sign up for 
 another sport? 

Esther- If I could go back I would choose soccer all over again. I wish to be with these amazing girls 
again and my amazing coach. 
Sher Tee- I’m really sad to leave the team next year, but if I could I’d still want to play with the same 
team and coach all together. 

 
Q: How would you describe the experience while being on the team before the season ended? 

Eh Tha- The experience was alright the home away games were always fun and everyone was 
able to get better every practice, overall it was quite fun. 
Sher Tee- It was super fun before the season ended, but super sad after the season ended. 
 

Q: What is your favorite thing about playing soccer? 
 Yoe Suu- My favorite thing would be the soccer community as a whole. I like how its about  
 teamwork and all my friends. 
 Minnela Sakanovic: My favorite thing about playing soccer is spending time with my team
 mates. The friendships I make while on the team make playing that much more fun. 
 
Q: Will you continue playing soccer next year? 
 Yoe Suu- Of course, I’ve been playing soccer for more than two years and aside from school I also 
 play on an academy team. 
 Minnela Sakanovic- Yes, because playing soccer is something I really enjoy. It's fun and I 
 have a lot of friends who share the same love for playing soccer. 
 

 

Let’s Kick It 

By Suzanna U 

Pictured Above: Both the Donovan and JFK Girls Soccer Team 



Back To “Normal”? What’s Happening..  

Mirela Ahmetasevic 
 

COVID-19 affected us a lot. At this point, I don’t remember how the last 2 years have been. We’ve 
been remote, then we’ve been hybrid, then we’ve been fully in school.. It’s a mess to keep up with. 
However things are getting better, vaccines have been released, and a lot of people are getting vac-
cinated. School is starting to feel as normal as it can be, considering the fact that we are still in a 
global pandemic, just not as severe.  I wonder what other students think, does this feel like regular 
school again?....  

 

Interview with 7th graders Ian Grove and Gianna Gigliotti, along with 8th graders Bilal Causevic and 
Eh Tha Yu Paw... 

 
Mirela: “Do you feel as if school is back to normal, like as if we were back in 
2019”? 
 
Ian G : No I do not. 
Gianna G : No. 
Bilal C : No. 
Eh Tha : I don’t feel like school is back to normal like how it was in 2019 because 
we still have to keep distance from others and have to wear masks. 
 
Mirela: “What aspect of school right now makes it feel like we aren’t back to normal”? 
 
Ian G : Literally everything, it all  feels so weird. Especially the fact that we wear masks. 
Gianna G : The fact that we wear masks and we have borders around our desks in the cafeteria. 
Bilal C : Wearing masks is not normal, so it makes me feel uncomfortable. 
Eh Tha : Masks  
 
Mirela: “Do you think we will go online again”? 
 
Ian G : Yes, because the rates of covid cases are starting to rise again in America. 
Gianna G :Maybe. Hopefully not. 
Bilal C : I do not believe that we will go online again, though it is very possible considering the 
amount of irresponsible and immature people in this school. 
Eh Tha : No, but it is possible. 
 
Mirela: “What advice do you have for the students in Donovan in order for us to not go  
remote again”? 
 
Ian G : Don’t take your masks off, some people feel uncomfortable and you’re putting others at risk.

 
Gianna G : Keep your masks up, & don’t touch everyone and everything. 
Bilal C : Don’t be stupid and purposely take off your mask. 
Eh Tha : Behave and stay 5 feet apart. 
 



What keeps teachers going?  
By: Heh Say and Zuhaira Myint  

 
Teachers have various perspectives on many different subjects, but the most  
mystifying question is ‘’What keeps teachers going?’’  
 
In this segment of  “The Spectator’’ we interviewed several teachers for their  
perspective/story on this topic.  
 
 
Ms.Edick- French Teacher 
‘’At work, my students keep me going! At Home, my Dogs, my Family and Coffee 
motivate me each day.’’  
 
Ms. Conner– Science Teacher 
‘’I love teaching and connecting with my students. Outside of 
school, my two girls, Hockey, YouTube, trips to the Zoo and my 
Grandma fill my heart.’’ 
 
 
 
Mrs. Stutzenstein- Technology Teacher  

 
“Coffee!  
I always look forward to coming to School, I love teaching and seeing 
my students.’’  
 
 
 

 
Mrs. Pasqualicchio 
‘’My family and time with friends keeps me going. Also Coffee, T.V, and my Dogs 
keep me happy.’’  
 
 

 

 

 

Continued on the next page. 



Ms. Destito- English Teacher 
 

Q: What keeps you going and motivates you to teach?  

A: ‘’My students are a huge factor in what keeps me going. I have many dedicated, 
caring, and hardworking students. These past few years have not been easy, and we 
have had to shift to a learning environment that we were not accustomed to. It had 
many challenges to overcome.  I am proud of how my students are handling  
returning back from remote learning. My coworkers are also amazing.  
They are always there with support, new ideas, and positive attitudes. They have 
been there to lean on  through the challenges and stressful moments of the past  
couple of years.’’ 
 

Q: Is becoming a Teacher something you expected as a child?  

A: ‘’Yes. From a very young age, I always wanted to become a teacher. I had some 
amazing teachers in elementary school who really inspired me. Originally, I wanted 
to be a social studies teacher. My first two years at LeMoyne College were as a history 
major.  I then switched over to English.’’  

 

 

 

Ms. Palladino- Science Teacher  
Q: What keeps you going?  

A: ‘’I always think of the quote ‘Be the teacher you 
needed as a student’ . I try to  
remember what it’s like on the other side of the 
desk. Middle School is tough on  
everyone, especially now. It is important to me that 
I am there for my students and that they feel supported.’’  
 

Q: What inspires/motivates you to teach?  

A: ‘’My aunt ( Ms. Palladino) was a Science Teacher and she sparked an interest in 
Science at a young age. Then, I had many amazing Science teachers at Donovan and 
Proctor that made learning Science fun, mysterious and exciting. I want to have the 
same impact in my classroom.’’ 
 

Q: Is becoming a Teacher something you expected as a child?  

A: I always wanted to be a Scientist when I was a child. When I went to College, I 
had opportunities to tutor my friends and I really enjoyed it. Then I became a  
Teacher's assistant here at Donovan. I realized how much I enjoy working with kids. 
So, I decided to combine my interests and become a Science Teacher.’’  

what is fundamentally beautiful is 

compassion; for yourself and for 

those around you.” 

-Lupita Nyong’o 

“WHAT SUSTAINS US,  



 
What is science club about? 

 
Science club is made to help you get interested in STEM careers for your future, but they also do 

some fun experiments. 
 

What do you do in the science club? 
 

So far they have done a few things like a contest to build the tallest building with clay and  
toothpicks or the most recent one where they made snowflake ornaments by putting borax with 

hot water so it formed crystals around a pipe cleaner. 
In this club they took assessments to see what STEM and science careers were best for them, but 

they don’t just do things on the computer, there are a lot of experiments that go on.  
 
 

Official Science Club Information: 

 This club is taught by Ms. Palladino, the science teacher, and is called Science Careers and  
College Prep: 21st Century.  

 
 

Every Monday and Wednesday they meet in Ms. Palladino’s room (247) from 2:50-4:00. 
 

So, what’s Science Club? 

By Nyalynn Awak  

cience 

 

echnology 

 

ngineering 

 

athematics 



 
 
 On a summer evening inside a laboratory, I had been watching the others as they examine an  
unknown creature. I’d stand up walking towards the glass container the strange creature had been held in 
with my clipboard and paper. My job was to take notes and observe the phenomenon that might’ve created 
this thing. After observing the creature, I knew what it was.  
 “It seems to be a type of zombie, but definitely not one I’ve ever seen or heard of before,” I said out 
loud. This zombie’s clothes are as torn as paper. It looked like it had been beaten up. The zombie walked 
around its glass enclosure. 
 “What do you mean it doesn’t look like a normal zombie?” one of the new assistants asked.  
I walked closer, looking at the zombie, “Look at it’s skin for example. It partially looks human, right? It might 
have some discoloration but it almost looks…” I paused for a moment; causing suspense, “...human.”  
The other scientists and workers were shocked. They hadn’t even thought about it. “What?! That’s nonsense! 
Absolutely absurd!” Mr. Sheralds, one of the main leaders of this “project,” said.  

“You haven’t even tried to test the zombie. You don’t know. It might even be able to understand us,” I 
said as I walked away. The workers mumbled to each other.  

<><><> 
Late at night I came back to the zombie’s enclosure, trying to be quiet as I walked in, closing the doors 

behind me. “Hello… my name’s Ruby…” I said as the zombie came toward me. Swoosh. The Zombie steadily 
zoomed toward me. The air holes made it easy to smell inside the enclosure. The zombie’s stench glided 
through the air as his flesh fell to the ground; making my nose burn and my stomach cry. Displeased with the 
zombie’s aroma, I coughed as I waved my hand in front of my face.  

“H-Hello,” the zombie said as he looked up. Something was odd about one of his eyes. It was crystal. I 
was amazed at the sound of his soft-spoken voice. I asked, “do you have a name” and I sat down in a chair. 

“Mason… I go by Mason…” Mason said, as he looked at a pile of meat the experimenters had put in 
his cage earlier that day. He looked disgusted. “This smell,” he said, but didn’t continue. 

“Hm? Are you not hungry?” I asked and continued as I got up, “would you like something else?”  
“Yes. Yes please…no meat though…” Mason said. I nodded, grabbing some left over sandwich I had 

for lunch. “Can you please get this meat out of here…the smell is gonna drive me mad,” he continued as he 
covered his nose. 

“Hmmm…yes if you’d like, but I would need to open your cage in order to, well, remove the meat…but 
how will I know you won’t… hurt me?” I asked, my finger above the button that would open his enclosure. 

“Yes! I promise,” Mason said, “I wouldn’t hurt a human even if my life depended on it. I swear  to you!” 
“Alright then,” I said as I opened the enclosure. He slowly walked out and looked around astonished. 

“Here,” I handed him the sandwich cautiously.  
Some time after cleaning his cage I turned around to see him trying to find more food. He grabbed  

another sandwich and started to eat it. “Hey! Come here!” I said, leading him toward one of the lab rooms. 
“Look!” I pointed up toward the sky. He immediately laid down looking up towards the sky.  

After chatting with Mason for some time he said, “you know, before…this happened…I used to be 
free…” he paused sighing. 

“Before what exactly?” I asked. 
“Well, before the experiments I used to be human… until they started experimenting on my. Now I’m 

just something they study and learn about,” Mason finished. 
“Oh my…I-I’m so sorry…” I said. 
“It’s not your fault, Ruby,” Mason said, “all I ever wanted was to be free but I’m trapped…trapped 

here…” He sighed. His silence showed his true feelings. I thought for a few minutes before slightly smiling 
and whispered into his ear… 
 It was morning once again. I woke up to get ready for another day of work. I finally arrived at the     
Laboratory and started doing my daily reports of worldly phenomena. I finished up my work and walked      
towards the secluded section of the lab where Mason had been held.I continued my notes until Mr. Torrez 
asked, “what happened to the meat that was inside of its cage…?” He sounded like he was trying to crack a 
case.  

“Oh!...I just removed the meat using the conveyor. I hope you don’t mind,” I said, smiling. 
“Oh. It’s fine Ms. Smith. It was just a slight misunderstanding. I thought you let that thing out!” he 

laughed. I forced a laugh to sound natural.   

The Day He Found Freedom 

By Yahelis Ferrer 



 
A few hours had passed; it was currently 7:27pm. Everyone began to clean up since it was time to leave. “Oh! 
Mr. Sheralds, I won’t be back to work. I’m going to visit my niece in New York, so I have to pack early and 
leave as soon as possible,” I said. 

“Oh, it’s that time again? I supposed it’s alright,” he said.  
<><><> 

 
 Everyone always believed me. Little did they know, I had to get ready for tonight. Before everyone left, 

I shut the alarm system off. I was the first to leave and pretended to drive away, but parked a few minutes 
away from the lab. I waited about an hour before I started driving my car straight toward the lab. I walked up 

the stairs, unlocked the door, and walked straight toward Mason’s enclosure. I unlocked it.  
“Hi, Ruby,” he said as he walked out of his “cage.”  
I relocked his enclosure, walked to the security room, and deleted any footage from the night before and  
corrupted anything else that would be found on the cameras. I turned off the cameras. Before leaving I took 
Mason to the disinfecting room where workers would clean up after dealing with dangerous chemicals or 
creatures. I let Mason clean up. 
 “Let’s go now,” I said smiling. I brought him to my car and drove off to his freedom.  
 “Thank you…Really. Thank you, Ruby.” 
 
 We drove off to a new life in New York. 

“The Day He Found Freedom” was created as a result of an English creative writing assignment. 

 Students practiced metaphors and similes by creating descriptions of zombies. Students were then 

asked to take some of those descriptions and create a story. 

Joseph Adams 

Keelan Williams 

Do you like to make art?  

Submit a picture of your artwork to a  Spectator Reporter, drop it off to Ms. O’Herien 

in room 250, or email it to her at boherien@uticaschools.org for a chance to be  

featured in a future issue! 

Hannah Miller 



 
HARRY POTTER - 20TH ANNIVERSARY!! 

By: Miriam Grove, Mirela Ahmetasevic, Jessica Pham 

 

“Harry Potter & The Sorcerer's Stone” is the very first Harry Potter movie and it was released 
on November 14, 2001. So, it’s 20th anniversary is coming up, and we wanted to write an  
article about what Harry Potter was to us, along with a teacher who loves the Harry Potter 
series more than anything, science teacher Ms. Palladino!! 
 

Q: When did you first watch Harry Potter? What were your initial thoughts before 
 watching and after reading? 
 

Miss. P: “I first read HP in 2004, when I was a student here at Donovan. I was in  
Ms. Buono’s class. I was hooked immediately. We were assigned the first chapter for  
homework, but I read the whole book that night.” 
 

Q: Who is your favorite character? Favorite book/movie? What house are you in? 
 

Miss P: “My favorite is Hermione Granger. She is such a great role model for young readers. 
My favorite book is Prisoner of Azkaban, because the story and the golden trio start to  
mature. I am a Ravenclaw because I love learning and teaching.” 
 

Q: Do you have any ideas for things you want to do on the anniversary? 
 

Miss P: “I used to attend the midnight showings and book releases. My 18th birthday was the 
premiere of Deathly Hallows Part 2. I would love to go to a 20th anniversary party or rewatch 
the movies at home with my cats.” 
 

Q: What are your feelings about Harry potter other than “it's a great book/movie  
series?”  
 

Miss P: “The books are magical. They are like a portkey to the wizarding world. They 
transport you.” 
 

Q: If you were to go to the Harry Potter store, and had to buy only one thing, what 
would you buy? 
 

Miss P: “I would buy a pygmy puff. When I was a kid reading the books for the first time, I 
wanted one so badly.” 
 
 

 
 Go to the next page for some fun Harry Potter games & puns... 

 
 



Harry Potter puns and jokes to slytherin into any conversation  
 

1. Why did Harry Potter get stopped for speeding? Because he didn’t  
expect-no-patrolman. 

 
2. Why did Harry Potter get detention? Because he was cursing in class. 

 
3. Why was Harry Potter in trouble at school? Because he made fun of  
someone on Snapchat. 

 
4. Poor Potter cannot tell the difference between his potion’s pot and his  
best friend because they are both cauldrons! 

 
5. What’s the difference between a comma and Crookshanks?  Crookshanks has 
claws at the end of his paws, and a comma is a pause at the end of a clause. 



Masks 

up; 
   

hoods 

down. 

 

No phones or 

other electronics 

during school.  

 

Be: 

KIND 

RESPECTFUL 

RESPONSIBLE 

~ 

 

Be a  

UtiCAN,  

not a  

UtiCAN’T 



“Art students were assigned a project in which they had to use pictures and symbols to represent 

themselves.” -Mrs. Pasqualichio 

Who are we?  

Art Projects that Represent Students as They  See Themselves 

Edona Bytyqi 

Oliver Kindred 

Juan Rodriguez 

Anika Richards 
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Want to join The Spectator Newspaper Club and help create future issues? 

Sign up on Google Classroom with code 4mrtfen                      Meetings are held on Mondays in room 250.  

Pets of Donovan Middle School: 

Have a cute pet you want to show off? 

Submit a picture of your pet to a Spectator Reporter, drop it off to Ms. O’Herien in room 250, or email it to 

her at boherien@uticaschools.org for a chance to be featured in a future issue! 


